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F
iction

T
he A

m
ateur M

arriage, by A
nne T

yler,
A

lfred A
. K

nopf, $24.95 on sale at $19.96.
From

 the inim
itable A

nne Tyler, a rich and
com

pelling novel about a m
ism

atched m
ar-

riage—
and its consequences, spanning three

generations. M
ichael and Pauline seem

ed like
the perfect couple—

young, good-looking,
m

ade for each other. A
nd in the heat of W

orld
W

ar II fervor, they w
ere hastily w

ed. B
ut they

never should have m
arried. Pauline, im

pul-
sive and im

practical, tum
bles hit-or-m

iss
through life; M

ichael, plodding, cautious, and
judgm

ental, proceeds deliberately. In tim
e

their foolish quarrels take their toll.

T
h

e G
reat F

ire, by Shirley H
azzard,

F
arrar, Straus &

 G
iroux, $24.00 on sale at

$19.20.
W

inner of the N
ational B

ook A
w

ard, this
novel m

arks the m
uch-aw

aited return to fic-
tion of an author w

hose novel T
he Transit of

Venus w
on the N

ational B
ook C

ritics C
ircle

A
w

ard tw
enty years ago. T

he conflagration
of her title is the Second W

orld W
ar. In w

ar-
torn A

sia and stricken E
urope, m

en and
w

om
en, still young but veterans of harsh ex-

perience, m
ust reinvent their lives and expec-

tations, and learn, from
 their past, to dream

again. Som
e w

ill fulfill their destinies, others
w

ill falter.

T
he F

ive P
eople You M

eet in H
eaven, by

M
itch A

lbom
, H

yperion, $19.95 on sale at
$15.96.

From
 the author of the bestseller Tuesdays

w
ith M

orrie com
es this beautifully crafted

novel featuring E
ddie, a grizzled w

ar veteran
w

ho feels trapped in a m
eaningless life of fix-

ing rides at a seaside am
usem

ent park. T
hen,

on his 83
rd birthday, E

ddie dies in a tragic
accident, trying to save a little girl. H

e aw
ak-

ens in the afterlife, w
here he learns that

heaven is not a lush G
arden of E

den, but a
place w

here your earthly life is explained to
you by five people w

ho w
ere in it. A

s E
ddie

discovers the unseen connections of his
earthly life, he seeks redem

ption in the still-
unknow

n last act of his life.

L
adders &

 F
ireplaces

 W
in

ter 2004
2

N
ovels F

rom
 1605 to 2003

D
on Q

uixote, by M
iguel de C

ervantes, in a new
 translation by E

dith
G

rossm
an, w

ith introduction by H
arold B

loom
, H

arper C
ollins, $29.95 on

sale at $23.96.
L

ike m
ost people even fairly w

ell-read, w
hat I know

 about D
on Q

uixote de-
rives from

 the m
usical “T

he M
an of L

a M
ancha,” of w

hich I have seen good
productions ranging from

 Lyric T
heatre to U

niversity of C
entral O

klahom
a’s de-

finitive G
reg W

hite.
H

ow
ever in one of O

klahom
a C

ity Philharm
onic’s fall classics concerts, M

ae-
stro Joel L

evine not only announced this new
 940- page translation, but also pro-

vided concert goers w
ith specially printed program

 notes, headed “H
andy D

andy
G

uide to D
on Q

uixote,” the tone poem
 by R

ichard Strauss, from
 Steven L

edbetter.
T

his is m
ore than a w

eek-long reading project, but from
 the first tw

o or three
adventures of “T

he K
night of the R

ueful C
ountenance,” according to Strauss’s

instructions, and the “A
dventures of the Ingenious G

entlem
an,” according to the

G
rossm

an translation, his adventures are really funny. C
ervantes show

s him
 to be

som
ew

hat m
ad after reading the rom

ances about “knight errantry,” and then sati-
rizes them

 after good research into the literature that G
rossm

an did.
In the first chapter he arrays him

self in “fake” arm
or that passed for the real

thing, and sets out on his horse, R
ocinante, to “right the w

rongs” he found to have
been com

m
itted in his section of Spain.

H
e becom

es enam
ored of the fictitious D

ulcinea, w
hom

 he endow
s w

ith all the
ladylike virtues; he finds a squire, Sancho Panza, w

ho is his alter ego and the
practical one of the duo.

O
n the road to B

arcelona from
 L

a M
ancha, he encounters an “enchanted boat,”

puts to rout tw
o B

enedictine m
onks w

hom
 he takes to be m

agicians. For the read-
ers, it is a journey into the history of the 17

th century in Spain––in fact background
for the biography of G

oya, in the follow
ing century, w

ith m
ore Spanish history

(review
ed on page 6).

M
urder R

oom
, by P.D

. Jam
es, A

lfred A
. K

nopf, $25.95 on sale at $20.76.
From

 the sm
all m

onastery on the E
ast C

oast of G
reat B

ritain, P.D
. Jam

es turns
again to the L

ondon she has recorded in m
any of her novels. S

pecifically to
H

am
pstead H

eath, w
here she places a purely fictitious D

upayne M
useum

, de-
voted to all sorts of artifacts and events during the period betw

een W
orld W

ar I
and W

orld W
ar II, both defining events in B

ritish history.
T

he D
upayne not only has a strange fam

ily in charge of the m
useum

, but also
it contains a “M

urder R
oom

,” w
hich show

s exhibits of all the fam
ous crim

es
com

m
itted in that period. T

he m
urders that occur during the course of the novel,

in som
e portion of the m

useum
 and its surrounding area, are often thought to be

copycat m
urders of the m

id-century m
urders described there.

T
here is a m

inor heroine, not a part of the D
upayne fam

ily, one Tallulah (Tally)
C

lutton, w
ho had been hired to be a general housekeeper and w

ho lives in a cot-
tage on the grounds. She is one of Jam

es’s m
ost interesting heroines.

T
he novel m

oves m
ore slow

ly than m
any of the Jam

es m
ystery novels. In part,

this m
ay be due to the fact that D

algliesh finally finds a love interest in a C
am

-
bridge professor, E

m
m

a L
avenham

, w
hom

 he had m
et in the preceding book,

D
eath in H

oly O
rders. T

his overshadow
s, in the poet-detective’s ow

n m
ind, all

the m
urders at the D

upayne he has been called in to investigate.
 ––L

ibby P
rice

F
u
ll C

ircle B
ookstore

C
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dar of E
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ts: Jan
u
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ebru
ary, M

arch
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N
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H
T

T
H

U
R

SD
A

Y, J
A

N
U

A
R

Y 15 A
T 7 P.M

.
U

C
O

 A
rtist-in-R

esidence Susan T
ham

es w
ill be visit-

ing the W
om

en’s B
ook D

iscussion G
roup to discuss

and sign her novel.

A
U

T
H

O
R V

ISIT
S C

H
IL

D
R

E
N’S S

T
O

R
Y

T
IM

E

S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y, J

A
N

U
A

R
Y 17 A

T 10:15 A.M
.

D
esiree W

ebber, author of B
onehead and

T
he B

uffalo Train R
ide to visit Storytim

e.

T
H

E S
A

IN
T

S A
N

D S
IN

N
E

R
S O
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T
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 c
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A
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 K
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ro
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, r
em
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re
d 
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 a

 y
ou

ng
m

an
 in

 h
is

 n
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iv
e 

Sc
ot

la
nd
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nl

y 
as
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 s

hi
ft

-
le

ss
 b

oi
le

rm
ak
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’s

 a
pp
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nt

ic
e 
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d 

a 
go

d-
le

ss
 r
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el

. B
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 w
he

n,
 y

ea
r 
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te

r, 
he

 w
ri

te
s

fr
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 A
us
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o 
su

m
m

on
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 b
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de

, 
hi

s
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h 
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al
iz

e 
th
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e 
ha

s
m
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un
e 
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e 
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ld
 fi
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an
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 b
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ed
 w

ith
. L
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T
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B
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w
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el
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 a

t o
nc

e
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ve

 s
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nd
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 fa
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 s
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a,

 re
pl
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w
ith

tr
ag

ed
y,

 p
at

ho
s,

 h
is

to
ry

, a
nd

 p
as

si
on
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U
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  b
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da
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oh

ns
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,
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in

g,
 $

24
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.9
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 r
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ra
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,
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H
istorical F

iction

T
he H

ornet’s N
est, by Jim

m
y C

arter,
Sim

on &
 Schuster, $26.00 on sale at

$20.80.
T

he first book of fiction by a President
of the U

nited States—
a sw

eeping novel
of the A

m
erican South and the W

ar of In-
dependence. In this am

bitious novel,
Jim

m
y C

arter brings to life the R
evolu-

tionary W
ar as it w

as fought in the D
eep

South. T
his is a saga that w

ill change the
w

ay w
e think about the conflict. H

e re-
m

inds us that m
uch of the fight for inde-

pendence took place in that region and that
it w

as a struggle of terrible brutality, w
ith

neighbor turned against neighbor. T
he

novel follow
s a cast of characters on both

sides of this violent conflict—
including

som
e w

ho are based on the author’s an-
cestors.

Q
u

icksilver, b
y N

eal Step
h

en
son

,
W

illiam
 M

orrow
, $27.95 on

 sale at
$22.36.

N
eal Stephenson’s latest novel, after

his bestselling (science fiction) novel,
C

ryptonom
icon, follow

s the adventures of
D

aniel W
aterhouse in A

m
erica, a fearless

thinker and a Puritan w
ith m

any conflict-
in

g
 v

iew
s, an

d
 “H

alf-co
ck

ed
 Jack

”
Shaftoe, w

ho rose unlettered from
 a L

on-
don street urchin to becom

e a sw
ashbuck-

ling adventurer and a legendary “K
ing of

the V
agabonds.” Set in the B

aroque pe-
riod from

 the 1670s into the early 18
th cen-

tury, the book is the first of a trilogy, w
ith

tw
o m

ore novels to com
e, already nam

ed,
C

onfusion and T
he System

 of the W
orld.

M
ystery/Suspense

B
reath

taker, by A
lice B

lanchard,
W

arn
er B

ook
s, $24.95 on

 sale at
$19.96.

A
 how

ling funnel of
d

estru
ctio

n
 scream

s
across the prairie and
slam

s into the sleepy
tow

n of Prom
ise, O

kla-
hom

a. A
s the m

am
m

oth
tw

ister splinters hom
es,

shreds crops, and tosses
cars through the air,
only three of the tow

n’s terrified residents
know

 that an even m
ore m

alevolent force
has com

e to torm
ent them

—
and they w

ill
not live to tell anyone. W

hen Police C
hief

C
harlie G

rover finds three m
utilated

corpses in a tornado-ravaged farm
house,

his first thought is that the victim
s w

ere
im

paled by flying debris. B
ut his instincts

tell him
 som

ething different and he soon
proves that they w

ere brutally m
urdered

and discovers that their executioner has
left a particularly hideous calling card.

S
h

ovelin
g S

m
oke: A

 C
lay P

arker
C

rim
e 

N
ovel, 

b
y 

A
u

stin
 

D
avis,

C
h

ron
icle B

ook
s, $23.95 on

 sale at
$19.16.

T
his first novel by

A
ustin D

avis (pseud-
onym

 for U
C

O
 E

n-
glish C

hair and Profes-
sor Stephen G

arrison)
is set south of the bor-
der in dusty, sm

all-
to

w
n

 
E

ast 
T

ex
as,

w
here burned-out H

ouston tax attorney
C

lay Parker chucks it all to w
ork sight

unseen, searching for his lost integrity
and a sim

pler life. Instead, he lands in
the m

iddle of a bungled fraud case, de-
fending the disreputable and dow

nright
nasty B

evo R
asm

ussen. C
lay soon dis-

covers that nothing—
and no one—

is
quite w

hat they seem
 to be.

S
on

g of th
e B

on
es: A

 C
h

an
talen

e
M

ystery, b
y M

.K
. P

reston
, In

trigu
e

P
ress, $24.95 on sale at $19.96.

In O
klahom

a author (and editor of
B

yline m
agazine) M

.K
. Preston’s new

est
m

ystery, C
hantalene M

orrell and her part-
ner D

rew
 S

anders seek to find T
helm

a
Patterson’s long lost husband even though
they presum

e he is dead. T
hat is, until a

handsom
e cow

boy claim
ing to be the m

an
him

self strides into their sm
all tow

n of
Tetum

ka, O
klahom

a—
and soon m

oves
back in w

ith his deserted w
ife. A

fter a few
days, T

helm
a starts to question the real

identity of this m
an sharing her bed.

C
hantalene agrees to help T

helm
a, believ-

ing that gut feelings play a m
ystical role

in life, and starts digging around B
illy

R
ay’s past to see w

here he’s been all these
years. A

lm
ost im

m
ediately, C

hantalene’s
research brings her trouble and she barely
escapes w

ith her life.

P
oetry

B
ook of M

y N
ights, by L

i-Y
oung L

ee,
B

O
A

 E
dition, L

td., paperback, $12.95
on sale at $10.36.

Poet L
i-Y

oung L
ee is scheduled to be

at the O
C

U
 D

istinguished A
uthor Series

in A
pril. H

e is best know
n for his collec-

tions T
he C

ity in W
hich I L

ove You and
R

ose. T
his first collection to be pubished

in ten years once again gives us lyrical
poetry that fuses m

em
ory, fam

ily, culture,
and history. In language as sim

ple and
pow

erful as a hum
an m

uscle, these poem
s

w
ork individually and as a full-sequence

m
editation on the vulnerability of hum

an-
ity.

L
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in
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C
urrent E

vents/P
olitics

T
he G

reat U
nraveling: L

osing O
ur

W
ay in

 th
e N

ew
 C

en
tu

ry, b
y P

au
l

K
rugm

an, W
.W

. N
orton, $25.95 on

sale at $20.76.
In this long-aw

aited w
ork, aw

ard-w
in-

ning econom
ist and Paul K

rugm
an chal-

lenges us to take on G
eorge B

ush and the
radical right. D

raw
ing from

 his N
ew

 York
Tim

es colum
ns, he chronicles how

 the
boom

 econom
y unraveled: how

 exuber-
ance gave w

ay to pessim
ism

, how
 the age

of corporate heroes gave w
ay to corpo-

rate scandals, and how
 fiscal responsibil-

ity collapsed. K
rugm

an asks how
 it w

as
possible for a country w

ith so m
uch go-

ing for it to head dow
nhill so fast and

finds the answ
er in the agenda of the B

ush

adm
inistration.

O
klahom

a B
ooks

A
rt Treasures of the O

klahom
a State

C
apitol, by B

ob B
urke, B

etty C
row

,
and Sandra M

eyers, A
n O

klahom
a

C
entennial P

roject, $39.95 on sale at
$31.96.

O
k

lah
o

m
a 

is 
a

unique state—
a blend-

ing of m
any cultures.

T
hat historic diversity is

m
ajestically preserved

in the art treasures on
display at the O

klahom
a

State capitol in O
klahom

a C
ity. F

rom
m

onum
ental bronzes of an Indian w

om
an

and a cow
boy on a bucking bronco on

the capitol plaza to m
agnificent m

urals
of ballerinas, oilfield roughnecks, French
fur traders and soldiers going off to w

ar,
O

klahom
a’s capitol is rich in artistic

w
ealth.

H
e G

ot It! M
y L

ife w
ith B

ill Teegins,
by Janis T

eegins and B
ob B

urke, O
kla-

hom
a H

eritage A
ssociation, $25.95 on

sale at $20.76.
“H

e G
ot It!” w

as one of the tradem
ark

expressions of B
ill Teegins, the radio voice

of the O
klahom

a State U
niversity C

ow
boy

football and basketball team
s. O

klahom
a

lost one of its true sports treasures w
hen

Teegins and nine others died in the O
SU

plane crash on January 27, 2001. H
is sense

of hum
or and ability to laugh at him

self
caused thousands of sports fans to consider
him

 a part of their fam
ilies as he cam

e into
their living room

s each night. H
e w

as cho-
sen O

klahom
a S

portscaster of the Y
ear

eight tim
es. H

ere, his w
ife Janis Teegins

shares the story of his life and their w
on-

derful life together.

M
aster of the Senate, by R

obert A
. C

aro, V
intage, paperback, $19.95 on sale at $15.96.

R
obert C

aro w
rites biography as if it w

ere fiction, w
ith a descriptive pow

er that holds serious readers in the thrall of
the narrative. In this case, as he has in his earlier books about the career of Texan Lyndon B

. Johnson, he takes the future
President of the U

nited States from
 his days in Texas politics through his years as a Senator w

ho w
as indeed the “m

aster
of the Senate.”

B
efore he becam

e a Texas legislator, and just after he got out of a sm
all college in his Texas H

ill C
ountry, Johnson

taught at a school for M
exican children. H

e often used this episode for his claim
s that he had no “racial prejudice” and

indeed he did treat these students w
ith both com

passion and a firm
 hand. H

e also helped them
 and their fam

ilies w
ith

things like food and housing.
C

aro includes this episode in L
B

J’s life to prove that Johnson really had “com
passion” for poor people and indeed for

the A
frican-A

m
ericans w

ho eventually profited from
 his help in passage of tw

o civil rights bills, one during President
T

rum
an’s era and the second after the death of John F. K

ennedy and his accession to the Presidency.
B

ecause of this, m
any A

frican-A
m

ericans consider Johnson as the “greatest” president, one w
ho follow

ed through on
K

ennedy’s prom
ises.Y

et betw
een these tw

o episodes, Johnson is rem
em

bered for m
any racist rem

arks. C
aro uses this as

proof and indeed exam
ples of his habit of saying one thing to one person and another to a person w

ith different view
s,

thus often putting him
 on both sides of an issue.

B
ut the m

ain thrust of this biography show
s how

 Johnson used the am
azing personal pow

er he had—
and w

hich he
used, particularly in the Senate w

hen he w
as a chairm

an of top com
m

ittees—
to cajole, som

etim
es intim

idate, and alw
ays

touch people he w
anted to do things.

In the chapter “T
he L

eader,” C
aro describes the w

ay Johnson tw
isted arm

s and used every resource he had—
legiti-

m
ate or even a kind of blackm

ail—
to get the bills he w

anted passed.
C

aro’s earlier volum
es, called T

he P
ath to P

ow
er and M

eans of A
scent, outline his career in Texas and the H

ouse of
R

epresentatives. C
aro plans further volum

es about his Presidency and his involvem
ent in the V

ietnam
 W

ar. ––L
ibby
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H

aw
ai

i.

F
or

 B
ib

lio
ph

ile
s

A
 P

ou
nd

 o
f 

P
ap

er
: 

C
on

fe
ss

io
ns

 o
f 

a
B

oo
k 

A
dd

ic
t,

 b
y 

Jo
h

n
 B

ax
te

r,
 S

t.
M

ar
ti

n
’s

 P
re

ss
, 

$2
4.

95
 o

n
 s

al
e 

at
$1

9.
96

.
In

 t
he

 r
ur

al
 A

us
tr

al
ia

 o
f 

th
e 

fi
ft

ie
s

w
he

re
 J

oh
n 

B
ax

te
r 

gr
ew

 u
p,

 r
ea

di
ng

bo
ok

s 
w

as
 re

ga
rd

ed
 w

ith
 s

us
pi

ci
on

, o
w

n-
in

g 
an

d 
co

lle
ct

in
g 

th
em

 w
ith

 u
tte

r i
nc

om
-

pr
eh

en
si

on
. D

es
pi

te
 th

is
, h

e 
so

on
 b

eg
an

a 
lif

el
on

g 
ob

se
ss

io
n 

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 b

ec
om

e 
a

lib
ra

ry
 w

or
th

 m
ill

io
ns

. H
is

 b
oo

k 
hu

nt
in

g
w

ou
ld

 ta
ke

 h
im

 a
ll 

ov
er

 th
e 

w
or

ld
, b

ut
 h

is
fi

rs
t r

ea
l f

in
d 

w
as

 in
 L

on
do

n 
in

 1
97

8,
 w

he
n

he
 s

po
tt

ed
 a

 r
ar

e 
co

py
 o

f 
a 

G
ra

ha
m

G
re

en
e 

ch
ild

re
n’

s 
bo

ok
 w

hi
le

 b
ro

w
si

ng
 a

st
al

l i
n 

Sw
is

s 
C

ot
ta

ge
. I

n 
th

is
 re

ad
ab

le
 a

nd
fu

nn
y 

bo
ok

, h
e 

br
in

gs
 u

s 
in

to
 c

on
ta

ct
 w

ith
lit

er
ar

y 
gr

ea
ts

 a
nd

 a
ls

o 
sh

ow
s h

ow
 h

e 
pe

n-
et

ra
te

d 
th

e 
se

cr
et

 f
ra

te
rn

ity
 o

f 
“r

un
ne

rs
”

or
 b

oo
k 

sc
ou

ts
 a

nd
 jo

in
ed

 th
em

 in
 s

co
ur

-
in

g 
ju

nk
 sh

op
s,

 m
ar

ke
t, 

au
ct

io
n 

ro
om

s,
 a

nd
pr

iv
at

e 
ho

m
es

 f
or

 r
ar

iti
es

.

G
ar

de
ni

ng

T
he

 O
ne

-H
ou

r 
G

ar
de

n,
 b

y 
Jo

an
na

S
m

it
h

, 
R

ea
d

er
’s

 D
ig

es
t,

 $
26

.9
5 

on
sa

le
 a

t 
$2

1.
56

.
T

hi
s 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n-

pa
ck

ed
 b

oo
k 

sh
ow

s
yo

u 
ex

ac
tl

y 
ho

w
 t

o
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

at
tr

ac
ti

ve
an

d 
in

vi
ti

ng
 g

ar
de

n
th

at
 re

qu
ir

es
 o

nl
y 

on
e

ho
ur

 o
f 

w
or

k 
or

 l
es

s
pe

r w
ee

k.
 A

lo
ng

 w
ith

pr
ov

en
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s,
 y

ou
’l

l 
fi

nd
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

hi
nt

s,
 ti

m
e-

sa
vi

ng
 ti

ps
 a

nd
 s

ho
rt

cu
ts

, c
le

ar
di

ag
ra

m
s,

 a
nd

 b
ea

ut
if

ul
 il

lu
st

ra
tio

ns
. M

os
t

im
po

rt
an

t, 
yo

u’
ll 

fi
nd

 a
 d

ir
ec

to
ry

 o
f h

ar
dy

,
lo

w
- 

to
  n

o-
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 p

la
nt

s 
an

d 
tr

ee
s

fo
r g

ar
de

ns
 o

f a
ll 

si
ze

s,
 c

lim
at

es
, a

nd
 v

a-
ri

et
ie

s,
 a

nd
 a

 s
ea

so
n-

by
-s

ea
so

n 
ca

le
nd

ar
of

 e
ss

en
tia

l—
an

d 
m

in
im

al
-c

ar
e—

ga
rd

en
-

in
g 

ta
sk

s.

E
nj

oy
 lu

nc
h

M
on

da
y 

th
ro

ug
h

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 a
t

T
he

 F
ir

st
 F

lo
or

G
ar

de
n 

C
af

é
fe

at
ur

in
g 

so
up

, s
al

ad
,

an
d 

sa
nd

w
ic

h 
se

le
ct

io
ns

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

R
es

ta
ur

an
t

R
ow

 C
at

er
in

g.

C
oo

k
in

g

T
he

 B
oo

k 
L

ov
er

’s
 C

oo
kb

oo
k:

 R
ec

i-
pe

s 
In

sp
ir

ed
 b

y 
C

el
eb

ra
te

d 
W

or
ks

 o
f

L
ite

ra
tu

re
 a

nd
 t

he
 P

as
sa

ge
s 

th
at

 F
ea

-
tu

re
 T

h
em

, 
b

y 
S

h
au

n
d

a 
K

en
n

ed
y

W
en

ge
r,

 B
al

la
nt

in
e,

 $
21

.9
5 

on
 s

al
e 

at
$1

7.
56

.
W

ak
e 

up
 t

o 
a 

pe
rf

ec
t 

br
ea

kf
as

t 
w

ith
M

rs
. D

al
by

’s
 B

ut
te

rm
ilk

 S
co

ne
s,

 c
ou

rt
es

y
of

 J
am

es
 H

er
ri

ot
’s

 A
ll

 T
hi

ng
s 

B
ri

gh
t a

nd
B

ea
ut

ifu
l a

nd
 Ic

ha
bo

d’
s 

Sl
ap

ja
ck

s,
 a

s 
fe

a-
tu

re
d 

in
 W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
Ir

vi
ng

’s
 T

he
 L

eg
en

d
of

 S
le

ep
y 

H
ol

lo
w

. 
T

he
re

’s
 h

om
ey

 c
om

-
fo
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 fo

od
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ke
 T

ha
nk

sg
iv

in
g 

Sp
in

ac
h 

C
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-
se

ro
le

 (
E
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be
th

 B
er

g’
s 

O
pe

n 
H

ou
se

)
an
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A

m
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h 
C

hi
ck
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nd
 D

um
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od

i
P
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co

ul
t’

s 
P

la
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 T
ru
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 T
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’s
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a
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zz
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ra
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s,
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de
ss
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lu
di

ng
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.S
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ew
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’s
 T

ur
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D

el
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 f
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m

 T
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 T
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 W
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ch
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d
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W

ar
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 b
oo
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ar
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m
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 c
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G
oya, by R

obert H
ughes, A

lfred A
. K

nopf, $40.00 on sale at $32.00.
A

s befits a biography of one of the m
ost interesting artists in history, and possibly the greatest Spanish artist, this book

is m
ost beautifully printed and presented. So it is not only a biographical trium

ph but also a typographically perfect
volum

e—
printed and bound in B

arcelona.
So that R

obert H
ughes’ latest book is a joy to read. T

here is a self-portrait of G
oya as a frontispiece, and his unusual

signature is printed in red on each chapter heading page. In the text, in H
ughes’ readable, even som

ew
hat colloquial style,

just as one reads a detailed description of a particular painting or draw
ing, there on the sam

e or next page is the painting or
draw

ing itself.
H

e did som
e w

ickedly satiric draw
ings and etchings—

w
ith w

hich he w
as a m

aster—
in tw

o series, “L
os caprichos” and

the “D
isparates,” som

e paintings of the revolution that m
arked the end of the B

ourbon kings in Spain, and also som
e

show
ing the tragedies of the Inquisition of the Spanish C

atholic C
hurch.

O
n the jacket cover is a detail of his fam

ed painting “T
he T

hird of M
ay,” w

hich took place and w
as painted in 1808, to

describe the clim
ax of the revolution. It show

s the E
xecutions on Principe Pio H

ill (sub-title), both exectuioners and victim
s.

In the 1800s, G
oya did m

any draw
ings of the “com

m
on people” of Spain, the w

orkm
en and the colorful “M

ajas,” w
ith

details of every day life. H
ow

ever in m
any of his paintings he show

ed all the gore of killings and the repulsive features of
w

itches, cannibals and other “m
onsters” in full graphic detail.

Y
et as he w

as beginning his career as an artist, in the late 18
th century, G

oya did m
any paintings of the R

oyal Fam
ily of

Spain, the B
ourbons, the fam

ilies of C
arlos III and C

arlos IV
, show

ing the details of the clothing they w
ore and their

distinctive features. M
any of them

 show
 the kings in full hunting costum

e.
H

ughes’ biography is also a history of Spain in the bridge betw
een the 1700s and the 1800s, w

ith stories of the kings
them

selves and their w
ives and fam

ilies. H
e tells of the influence on Spain of French artists, Italian painters and even

E
nglish “cartoonists.” So one gets a full portrait of G

oya’s tim
es.

            ––L
ibby P

rice

B
iography/M

em
oir

W
aiting for Snow

 in H
avana: C

on-
fessions of a C

uban B
oy, by C

arlos E
ire,

F
ree P

ress, paperback, $14.00 on sale
at $11.20.

T
his N

ational B
ook A

w
ard-w

inning
m

em
oir of the C

uban R
evolution, seen

through the eyes of a sm
all boy, is the

heartbreaking story of the author’s privi-
leged childhood in pre-R

evolution H
a-

vana, and how
 he lost everything, includ-

ing his father. R
ecounted w

ith vibrancy,
som

etim
es w

ith anger, and som
etim

es as
if in a half-rem

em
bered dream

, W
aiting

for Snow
 in H

avana is an unforgettable
ode to a vanished, m

ysterious w
orld, and

a childhood that w
as all too brief.

T
h

e O
pposite of F

ate: A
 B

ook of
M

usings, by A
m

y T
an, G

.P. P
utnam

’s
Sons, $24.95 on sale at $19.96.

B
orn into a fam

ily w
ho believed in

fate, A
m

y Tan has alw
ays looked for al-

ternative w
ays to m

ake sense of the w
orld.

A
nd now

, the beloved author of T
he Joy

L
uck C

lub and T
he K

itchen G
od’s W

ife
in her fist book of nonfiction shares her
thoughts on how

 she escaped the expec-
tations and curses of her past, and cre-
ated her ow

n destiny. A
m

y Tan tells of
her fam

ily, of the ghosts that inhabit her
com

puter, of specters of illness, rock and
roll, and the tw

inned m
ysteries of faith

and fate. T
hese recollections offer an in-

tim
ate glim

pse of a w
riter w

hose ow
n

life story is as m
agical as her fiction.

F
ou

r S
eason

s in
 F

ive S
en

ses:
T

hings W
orth Savoring, by D

avid M
as

M
asum

oto, W
.W

. N
orton, paperback,

$13.95 on sale at $11.16.
R

ushing from
 one thing to another,

w
e lose sight of the art of living, w

hich
fo

r C
alifo

rn
ia farm

er D
av

id
 M

as
M

asum
oto, author of E

pitaph for a
P

each, is also the art of farm
ing. N

ot fast
farm

ing, of the kind that produces fast
food, but slow

 farm
ing, the kind that no-

tices each change of light and tem
pera-

ture and produces peaches w
ith juice that

runs dow
n your chin.

W
om

en’s Studies

C
ourtesans: M

oney, Sex and F
am

e
in

 th
e N

in
eteen

th
 C

en
tu

ry, by K
atie

H
ickm

an, W
illiam

 M
orrow

, $24.95 on
sale at $19.96.

D
uring the course

of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries a
sm

all group of w
om

en
rose from

 im
pover-

ished obscurity to po-
sitions of great pow

er,
in

d
ep

en
d

en
ce 

an
d

w
ealth. In doing so

they took control of their lives—
and those

of other people—
and m

ade the w
orld do

their w
ill. In this riveting social biogra-

phy, K
atie H

ickm
an focuses on five out-

standing w
om

en—
each w

hose lives ex-
em

plify the dazzling existence of the
courtesan. She reveals their extraordinary
exploits and offers insights into the glam

-
orous history of courtesan life.
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Inspiration

T
h

e W
orld A

ccordin
g to M

ister
R

ogers: Im
portant T

hings to R
em

em
-

ber, F
red R

ogers, H
yperion B

ooks,
$16.95 on sale at $13.56.

A
n enduring presence in A

m
erican

hom
es for over 30 years, Fred R

ogers’s
plainspoken w

isdom
 continues to guide

and com
fort m

any. A
n inspiring collec-

tion of stories, anecdotes and insights—
w

ith sections titled U
nderstanding L

ove,
T

he C
ourage to B

e Y
ourself, T

he C
hal-

lenge of Inner D
iscipline, and W

e A
re

A
ll N

eighbors—
this book is a testam

ent
to the legacy of a m

an w
ho served as a

role m
odel to m

illions.

O
ld T

urtle and the B
roken T

ruth,
by D

ouglas W
ood, illustrated by Jon

J. M
uth, Scholastic P

ress, $17.95 on
sale at $14.36.

S
eekers of all ages have been in-

spired by the stirring m
essage of O

ld
Turtle, the beloved, aw

ard-w
inning w

is-
dom

 tale of peace. N
ow

 O
ld T

urtle re-
turns in a tim

eless story about love, ac-
ceptance, and the nature of truth. D

ou-
glas W

ood’s eloquent fable, soulfully il-
lustrated by Jon J. M

uth’s lum
inous

w
atercolors, once again offers readers

inspiration, hope, and a healing vision
of peace.

P
sychology

M
y T

im
e: M

aking the M
ost of the

R
est of Your L

ife, by A
bigail T

rafford,
B

asic B
ooks, $25.00 on sale at $20.00.

In M
y T

im
e, bestselling author

A
bigail T

rafford answ
ers the questions

m
ore and m

ore people are asking them
-

selves. Today’s generation of fifty-five
to seventy-five-year-olds are living and
w

orking longer than ever before—
the

first to experience the period of personal
renaissance in betw

een m
iddle and old

ag
e. T

raffo
rd

 sk
illfu

lly
 g

u
id

es u
s

through the obstacles of M
y T

im
e and

show
s us how

 to reinvent ourselves in
these bonus decades.

N
ature

T
h

e S
n

ow
flake: W

in
ter’s S

ecret
B

eau
ty, 

b
y 

K
en

n
eth

 
G

eorge
L

ibbrecht, photography by P
atricia

R
asm

ussen, V
oyageur P

ress, $20.00
on sale at $16.00.

T
he snow

flake
is a fleeting, m

ys-
terious w

ork of
nature’s art that
h

as lo
n

g
 fasci-

n
ated

 
h

u
m

an
s.

T
he first m

edieval
scientist to exam

-
in

e sn
o

w
flak

es
w

as so astounded by their rem
arkable

sym
m

etry that he w
ondered if these ice

crystals m
ight even have souls. B

esides
the physics and m

ythology of snow
 and

how
 snow

 crystals are m
ade, this book

has a collection of am
azing photogra-

phy of snow
 crystals using a unique

system
 designed to take super-detailed

m
icro im

ages of these m
iniature m

as-
terpieces.

T
he B

ig Year: A
 Tale of M

an, N
a-

ture, and F
ow

l O
bsession, by M

ark
O

bm
ascik, F

ree P
ress, $25.00 on sale

at $20.00.
T

he B
ig Year recounts the w

ild ex-
ploits of three m

en w
ho take their

birding so seriously it nearly kills them
.

Pulitzer Prize-w
inning journalist M

ark
O

bm
ascik guides us through the rivals’

frenetic pilgrim
ages from

 coast to coast
as they go out on a lim

b to outdo one
another in the w

orld’s m
ost bizzare con-

test. W
ith an engaging, w

ry hum
or,

O
bm

ascik m
em

orializes the three’s
crazy, beat-the-clock exploits in a brief
history of other possessed birders, in-
cluding John Jam

es A
udubon, along

w
ith an entertaining sm

attering of com
-

pelling science about birds and their
ow

n strange behavior.

If O
n

ly Y
ou

 K
n

ew
 H

ow
 M

u
ch

 I
S

m
ell Y

ou
: T

ru
e P

ortraits of D
ogs,

photographs by V
alerie Shaff, text

by R
oy B

lount Jr., B
ulfinch P

ress,
paperback, $9.95 on sale at $7.96.

T
his w

onderful little book––that is
as funny and touching as the looks that
your ow

n dog gives you––returns to the
Favored 50 list in paperback form

 be-
cause of its proven appeal am

ong dog
lovers everyw

here (not just at F
ull

C
ircle). W

ho hasn’t looked into a dog’s
eyes and w

ondered w
hat’s going on in

that furry head? Y
ou’ll find the answ

ers
in this hilarious book of fifty evocative
canine countenances giving voice to the
inner dog. F

rom
 adorable D

alm
ation

pups to m
ournful hounds, each dog’s

verse describes the befuddlem
ent, heart-

break, and joys of a dog’s life.

P
hotography

N
ew

 York, N
ew

 York, photographs
b

y R
ich

ard
 B

eren
h

oltz, R
izzoli,

$14.95 on sale at $11.96.
Inspired by the deluxe photogra-

phy book N
ew

 Y
ork, N

ew
 Y

ork, R
izzoli

n
o

w
 p

resen
ts th

e sam
e title in

 a
sm

aller keepsake form
at featuring all

the attributes of the original lim
ited

edition in perfect m
iniature, includ-

ing tw
elve gatefolds. W

ith his bold
sense of perspective and intim

ate un-
derstanding of w

hat m
akes N

ew
 Y

ork
u

n
iq

u
e, 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
er 

R
ich

ard
B

erenholtz captures the city’s essence
as no one has before. F

illed w
ith

breathtaking panoram
as and architec-

tural details, this precious jew
el of o

book show
cases the very best the city

has to offer.




